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New Mt. Nittany Night Tradition Honors Kogelmann
Conservancy Enjoys Strong Turnout, Raises $2,000 in First Annual Event
Donors, neighbors and board members
enjoyed the first annual Mount Nittany Night
on Friday, October 1, at the Mount Nittany
Vineyard & Winery.
During the fundraising event, more than 40

guests sampled delicious wines and appetizers
and shared stories about the Mountain. It was
our first fundraiser and the start of a great
tradition that we hope will become a recognized
community event in years to come.
Mt. Nittany Night raised
nearly $2,000, and, to our
surprise, about half of the
contributions came from people
who were unable to attend
but still wanted to support the
Mountain. We can’t say thank you
enough to those donors and to
the attendees who made the night
both fun and special.
As the Conservancy approaches
our 30th anniversary in 2011, a
special new tradition unfolded
at Mt. Nittany Night with the
establishment of a Friend of the

Left-right: Jeff S. Deitrich, MNC Director; Ryen and Tom Roberts

(Continued on page 3)

Grand Reopening Promotes Safety
New Wayfinding System Aims To Keep Hikers On The Right Path
On an absolutely gorgeous spring day, the
Mount Nittany Conservancy hosted a Grand
Reopening of Mt. Nittany’s blue and white trails
to celebrate installation of a new wayfinding
system as well as a new trailhead map and
brochures, purchased with a tourism grant
through the Central Pennsylvania Convention
and Visitors Bureau.
The Central Region Emergency Strike Team
(CREST), which helped to find lost hikers
several years ago, was on hand at the reopening
providing information on hiking safety and
much more.
Left-right: Dave Fryer, College Township,
Blake Gall, MNC Board Member,
Willy Kogelmann, Mountain Neighbor,
Gary Gentzler, MNC Board Member
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PResident’s report
Not-Any Mountain…Says Who?
By Vince Verbeke, President

Looking Back to 1981, Looking
Ahead to 2011
“It’s not really much of a Mountain. It
measures only 2,077 feet above sea level, or
1,050 feet above the valley floor — hardly a
Himalaya, by any standards. Irreverent visitors
and tourists at one point dubbed it ‘Not-any
Mountain’. But Mount Nittany looms regally
over Penn State by making up in tradition and
familiarity what it lacks in geological fact. And
to every true Penn Stater, it’s as much a part
of the University as the school song which
mentions it.”
So begins an article from a 1982
publication called Faces of Penn State. I ran
across it in a box from my college days. The
piece starts out exploring one of the legends
surrounding the Indian maid Nitta-nee. The
article then goes on to tell how “in the fall
of 1945, William Ulerich, then editor at the
Centre Daily Times (later to become president
of the University’s Board of Trustees), and
Russell Clark got wind of the rumor that
the Mountain would be sold to a lumber
company and stripped of its tress. With only
hours left to save the Mountain, the men
bought the upper two-thirds of Mt. Nittany
in the name of Lion’s Paw.” The story of how
Lion’s Paw protected Mt. Nittany from the
first gypsy moth infestation in 1980, along
with a $900 donation from the Delta Chi
fraternity is included as well. This view from
the early 1980’s is a wonderful look back at
the early history of Mt. Nittany and its place
in all our hearts.

To read the full article, visit
www.mtnittany.org/NotAnyMountain.htm.
The ability to look back and reflect on
where we’ve been should always temper
the path forward. In 1945, the Lion’s Paw
Alumni Association (LPAA) saved 525 acres
from lumbering through a fund-raising
campaign among its few hundred members.
In 1981, LPAA formed the Mount Nittany
Conservancy (MNC) to acquire additional
land. With community and alumni support,
the Conservancy has obtained through
purchase or donation an additional 300 acres.

In 2011, the Mount Nittany
Conservancy Will Mark 30 Years
of Keeping the Mountain ‘Green
and Growing’
Other groups might use the word ‘celebrate’
when they reach an anniversary year. The
term ‘celebrate’ though gives the appearance
that we’ve done our job, completed our task,
and can move on. For the MNC board,
our community volunteers, friends, and
supporters of Mt. Nittany, this will never be.
Our mission will continue to be: preservation
of Mt. Nittany for future generations of Centre
Countians, Penn Staters and other lovers of
the outdoors. We know, for example, that
the gypsy moth will be back to threaten the
Mountain someday. We plan to be here when
they do.
Through the efforts of many, many
individuals, 2010 was another year well

spent, full of projects and activities. As you
will read about in the newsletter, we hosted
a Grand Reopening of Mt. Nittany’s blue
and white trails to celebrate installation of
our wayfinding system. We also updated
the trailhead map and our brochure. A
new event, Mt. Nittany Night, was created
along with the establishment of the Friend of
the Mountain award, received by Wilhelm
(Willy) Kogelmann in October.
For the ongoing task of protecting the
Mountain, each year and every year, we ask
for your renewed support. We understand
that these are tough economic times. But
every donation, small or large, is needed in
support of the future of Mt. Nittany. You can
join us by becoming a Friend of Mt. Nittany
again this year through your tax-deductible
donation; or, you can purchase one or more
Life Estate Deeds to honor family and
friends.
As I reach the end of my term as president
of the Mount Nittany Conservancy board,
I would like to thank the board for their
support and great goodwill toward the
Mountain. Their dedication and effort has
made my job so much easier than I expected.
Written in Latin in 1159, the following
quote is attributed to John of Salisbury. As
the Conservancy reaches its milestone 30th
year, my parting thoughts are those of deep
appreciation for past Lion’s Paw and MNC
board members who have brought us to where
we are today.
“We are like dwarfs sitting on the
shoulders of giants. We see more, and things
that are more distant, than they did, not
because our sight is superior or because we are
taller than they, but because they raise us up,
and by their great stature add to ours.”
I encourage everyone to read the history
within the 1982 ‘Not-any Mountain’ piece
on our website, www.mtnittany.org. We
do indeed stand today on the “shoulders
of giants.” We can gaze upon the face our
beloved Mt. Nittany that has been defended
with honor and pride for generations. ‘Notany’ Mountain... I think not. In 2011 we can
instead proudly proclaim that Mt. Nittany
is Our Mountain!
Mt. Nittany from above Boalsburg
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New Mt. Nittany Night Tradition Honors Kogelmann… Continued from Page 1
Mountain award. This award honors a person
or group based on their contributions of
talent, time, and resources on behalf of the
Mountain.
Wilhelm (Willy) Kogelmann was the
Mount Nittany Conservancy’s unanimous first
choice to receive the inaugural 2010 Friend
of the Mountain Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Mt. Nittany. Willy was

there as the Mount Nittany Conservancy was
first formed. His lands on Mount Nittany
were one of the first acquired by the fledgling
group in 1985. As he said upon receiving
the award, “I will always be there for the
Mountain.”
The Conservancy honors and thanks
Willy for his continuing efforts to conserve
the natural resource that is our Mt. Nittany.

Willy Kogelmann accepting the inaugural 2010 Friend of the
Mountain Award for Outstanding Contributions to Mt. Nittany.

Congratulations, Willy!
We also wish to thank our business
sponsors, including the Mount Nittany
Vineyard & Winery, which allowed us to use
its facilities gratis: The Nittany Lion Inn,
ImagineNittany.com, Nittany Country Club,
Nittany Catering, Nittany Mall, Benjamin’s
Catering.

Left-right: E. Alan Cameron, MNC Director; Jule Cameron; Linda Gall

Grand Reopening Promotes Safety… Continued from Page 1
MNC secretary John Hook provided a
Welcome Tailgate for visitors with hamburgers
and hot dogs. Director Jon Brooks trekked
to the Mike Lynch Overlook and told the
story of the Overlook to hikers. Director Jeff
Deitrich organized the ribbon cutting and,
with help from directors Erich May, John
Mentzell, Tom Smyth, and Doug Wion,

passed out free magnets, new brochures, and
answered questions about the Conservancy.
Several MNC directors emeritus came out to
celebrate, including Ben Bronstein, Bill Jaffe,
Ralph Mumma, and Ken Reeves.
The wayfinding system is a series of sign
posts placed at key intersections to keep
hikers from getting lost. Twelve wayfinding

markers located at important intersections
and additional signs will allow hikers to more
easily see where they are and how to get back.

IN MEMORY
Conservancy Mourns The Loss Of Former President Pat Farrell
Former MNC president Pat Farrell died
November 4. She had Parkinson’s disease and
had been in failing health recently.
Farrell was a leader in the State College
community. She had been president of the
Centre County Community Foundation and
the Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts
after a 30-year career as a faculty member
and the first affirmative action officer at Penn
Mount Nittany News
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State. She was honored by the University
with its 1998 Renaissance Woman of the
Year award. Her love of mountains and our
Mountain, which she climbed each year on
New Year’s Day, will be greatly missed.
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More Mt. Nittany News
• Mountain Committee chair Bob Andronici
says nine additional trail signs have been
erected, including many “Not a Trail”
signs to keep hikers off of trails that lead
nowhere or that lead onto private property
and off of MNC lands. In November,
a commemorative rock memorializing
Mike Lynch was installed at his namesake
overlook. The Conservancy wishes to
thank all of the students who helped
with work parties this year, especially Phi
Gamma Delta fraternity, Circle K, Lion
Ambassadors, and Alpha Phi Omega.
• Program Committee chair Jeff Deitrich says
thanks to John Hook for providing a large
brochure rack at the Lemont Trailhead.
The new brochures have been distributed
widely, including at several interstate rest
stops leading toward State College.
• Mt. Nittany is a fantastic place for hikes and
spectacular views of Happy Valley, but most
residents and visitors enjoy the Mountain
from the valley. Knowing this, MNC has
voted to establish several viewing stations

for residents around the area to get a better
view of Mt. Nittany. In the coming year,
fans of the Mountain will see viewing
stations go up at Mt. Nittany Elementary
School, the H.O. Smith Botanical Gardens
on campus, Tudek Park and Medlar Field.
• MNC loves the outdoors and would love to
offer a hearty thank you to Appalachian
Outdoors and owner Geoff Brugler for
choosing MNC to receive a generous
donation. For a two-week period in
September, Patagonia donated $10 from
every footwear purchase at App House to
MNC. Thank You!

• Speaking of the Web, check out the 14
Strong video of Penn State Women’s
Gymnastics hiking the Mountain on
YouTube for some inspiration!
• Prior to the Michigan game, MNC directors
treated Paternoville residents to 250 giant
cookies from the Sweet Tooth Bakery with
an image of the Mountain in icing. The
goal was to teach students who owns the
Mountain that so many use and enjoy.
What a great treat and a great way to raise
student awareness of Mt. Nittany!

• Using Doug Bauman’s photos from a past
project, director Bob Frick helped to create
a new slide show of the seasons on the
Mountain, complete with a soundtrack
donated by local bluegrass group Murphy’s
Junction. The song, New York to Knoxville,
was composed by Gwen Stimely. View it
now online at www.MtNittany.org!

Fundraising Update
Supporting the Future of our Mountain
We’re all very fortunate that concerned alumni
and community members who have worked
to acquire and protect Mt. Nittany over the
past 60+ years.
We are pleased to recognize the individuals and groups that have recently supported the Mountain and the Mount Nittany
Conservancy by donating to the Conservancy
and renewing their commitment as a “Friend
of Mount Nittany” annually, or those who have
purchased one or more Life Estate Deeds.
The Conservancy extends a special thanks
to the John T. Ryan Jr. Memorial Foundation
and the Lion’s Paw Alumni Association for
their annual support to the Conservancy
This listing represents those donors since
July 1, 2010 to Nov 4, 2010. (excludes Mt.
Nittany Night donors).
Mark Cook, Bloomfield PA
Pembroke Childs, State College PA
(Life Time Deed)
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Charles H. Culnane, Wilmington DE
Colleen DeVore, Waterford PA
(Life Time Deed)
Alice R. Deihl, Mill Hall PA
Nancy Fastuca, Syosset NY
Edwin & Carolyn Fitzgerald, Monkton MD
Preston Hayes, Huntsville AL
(Life Time Deed)
Philip N Hawk, Lemont PA
Christopher Irwin, North Versailles PA
(Life Time Deed)
Mark Jinks, Arlington VA
Thomas A Labanc, Pittsburgh PA
(Life Time Deed)
Kim Rhodaback, Northville MI
(Life Time Deed)
Kurt and Dorothy Shellenberger, Lancaster
PA (Life Time Deed)
Vince Verbeke, Clearfield PA
Robert S. Zakos Jr., Catasauqua PA

www.mtnittany.org

Add Your Name to
the List!
There are two wonderful ways to show
your support for the Mount Nittany
Conservancy; by becoming a member
of Friends of the Conservancy or by
purchasing a Deed. Either way, you
are helping to preserve a legacy of
Happy Valley. Unfortunately, we can’t
do it without your help!
Currently, our online donation
functionality is down, but you
can donate via one of these other
methods:
1. Call 800-598-4050 x. 133.
2. Return the enclosed form with your
check or credit card contribution.
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